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Recap
Session 1

Discussed 

a) what the HS system is, 

b) where it comes from, 

c) why it is important, 

d) international review process (for changes to codes), 

e) how it impacts definitions and historical trade data availability,

f) examples of changes of codes over time,

g) what the HS systems is not (shortcomings)

h) discussed looking for code (hierarchical & reference (or keyword) methods),

i) pointed to some resources (ITC, SARS, examples for countries USA, EU and Australia)

j) Questions
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Historical context of 
tariff & schedules

English term tariff derives from 

the French: tarif, lit. 'set price’ 

which is itself a descendant of 

the Italian: tariffa, lit. 'mandated price; 

schedule of taxes and customs' which derives 

from Medieval Latin: tariffe, lit. 'set price’.



Historical context of 
tariff & schedules

Also some reference to Spanish town Tarifa,

21 miles from Gibraltar

named after tariff IBAN Malik

The town connected to coast close to Strait of Gibraltar 

– extorted a tariff (levied a tribute) in and out of the Strait of Gibraltar



Historical context of 
tariff & schedules

Tariff in context of Customs

• Denotes a list or schedule of commodities with the particular duties or charges upon each 

noted.

• Customs denotes all customary tolls or duties paid by merchants upon commodities on their 

way to and from the markets

• Modern Customs Tariff – a systematic arrangement of customs duties levied on goods when 

they cross the border of a political unit (sovereign territory)

Purpose

• Revenue – typically relatively low to have goods flowed easily and duties easily collected

• Protection – typically relatively high tariff in order to protect local industries (or e.g. for 

religious or cultural purposes)

• Bargaining – designed primarily for negotiation versus other nations where higher rates can 

be imposed of products of a country whose reciprocal tariff rates / policies are unfair / 

unsatisfactory



South African (SACU) 
tariff schedules

SARS - https://www.sars.gov.za/customs-and-excise/

https://www.sars.gov.za/customs-and-excise/trade-statistics/

https://www.sars.gov.za/customs-and-excise/
https://www.sars.gov.za/customs-and-excise/trade-statistics/


South African (SACU) 
tariff schedules

SARS - https://www.sars.gov.za/customs-and-excise/

https://www.sars.gov.za/customs-and-excise/


Tariff code details
Exporters perspective

As an exporter, you do not need to consider the target market HS Code

However, you run the risk of:

a) Missing a requirement / certification requirement linked to the particular HS code

b) Miss-pricing your product when not considering import duties / taxes etc.

c) Missing the opportunity to be proactive and ‘streamline’ sales of your product to overseas 

clients
Exporter only responsible for 

declaration from ‘home country’
However, importing country may have more

nuanced relevant details at the ‘national’ code level



The HS system
Example of changes to classification

For

Geranium

Jasmin

Lavender 

or lavandin

In 2022 revision remains

HS3301.29 - Essential oils, whether or not 

terpeneless, incl. concretes and absolutes 

(excluding those of citrus fruit and mint)

Vetiver

Revisit next 

session



SACU example
- national level

Example of changes to classification

SACU distinguishes 4 sub-codes at national 8 digit level:

- Geranium

- Jasmin

- Lavender or lavandin

- Other

In 2022 revision remains

HS3301.29 - Essential oils, whether or not 

terpeneless, incl. concretes and absolutes 

(excluding those of citrus fruit and mint)



SACU example
- national level

Example of changes to classification

EU distinguishes 7 sub-codes at national 10 digit level:

- Clove etc.

- Rose oil (not deterpenated)

- ‘General’ excluding rose, citrus etc.

- Geranium

- Lavender or lavandin

- ‘Other’

In 2022 revision remains

HS3301.29 - Essential oils, whether or not 

terpeneless, incl. concretes and absolutes 

(excluding those of citrus fruit and mint)



The HS system
Example of changes to classification

For

Bergamot

Lime

In 2022 revision remains

HS3301.19 - Essential oils of citrus fruit, 

whether or not terpeneless, incl. concretes 

and absolutes (excluding those of sweet and 

bitter orange and lemon)

Revisit next 

session



The HS system
Example of changes to classification

SACU distinguishes 2 sub-codes at national 8 digit level:

- Lime

- Other

In 2022 revision remains

HS3301.19 - Essential oils of citrus fruit, 

whether or not terpeneless, incl. concretes 

and absolutes (excluding those of sweet and 

bitter orange and lemon)



The HS system
Example of changes to classification

EU distinguishes 2 sub-codes at national 10 digit level:

- Citrus excluding sweet / bitter orange & lemon

- Terpenic versus Terpeneless

In 2022 revision remains

HS3301.19 - Essential oils of citrus fruit, 

whether or not terpeneless, incl. 

concretes and absolutes (excluding those 

of sweet and bitter orange and lemon)



International
tariff schedules

ITC Market Access Map - https://www.macmap.org/

https://www.macmap.org/
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SACU national tariff codes
Process for applying for national level codes / changes

http://www.itac.org.za/

Body in South Africa / SACU that administrates tariff codes

Note – SARS ‘executes’, ITAC determines



SACU national tariff codes
Process for applying for national level codes / changes

http://www.itac.org.za/

Body in South Africa / SACU that administrates tariff codes

Note – SARS ‘executes’, ITAC determines

Typically 2 cycles of tariff book updates per year

- Feb of year and Oct of year
- means submissions need to be compiled and
submitted around 3-2 months in advance
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Discussion & Questions
Notes / questions

1) No specific questions noted. Example from Derrick regarding finding more detailed data e.g. for Eucalyptus.
Pointing to ‘partner’ reporting – investigate the target market information – may contain more information
see e.g. USA – (https://hts.usitc.gov/ )

2) Sarah Venter – questions regarding AGOA see www.agoa.info and www.tralac.org

https://hts.usitc.gov/
http://www.agoa.info/
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Next session and closure

Session 3: Wed 3 Aug 9:00am – 11:00am: 

What next? 

International market selections and strategies 

for particular HS codes



Thank you

Innovated by the North-West University


